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- INTRODUCTION

j!Each year all Georgia children and youth in the fourth, eighth and eleventh grailes are tested on ommon

tests. Theilowa Tests of Basic Skills is used in the fourth and eighth grages, the Tests of Academic
. . .

. . .

7

Progress in the eleventh grade.

Test scores provide a wealth of information for improving edration. They cart be used as a tool for the

teacher, principal, curriculum specialist or other school staff to diagnose areas where improvement may

be needed. FollovAng this diagnosis, prescriptions for improvement may be developed and applied.

This GUIDE is intended as an aid to the proper use of Georgia Statewide Testing Program §cores. It

provides information about the program and the tests, reading and understanding the various reports,
f.

understanding what the scores mean; and applying test results for the improvement WI aiming opportune-
,

ties for Georgia children and youth. It is organized into seven sections, each of which pr vides answers

to questions posed in the table of contents on the following page.

Test scores seem often to be misused or not used at all.. Perhaps, this is due either to misunderstanding

of testing terminology or to a lack of knowledge of what the scores mean. In this GUIDE special attention

has been paid to communicating in a simple, straight-forward manner by using words common

educators and by making liberal use of.samples, examples and illustrations.
r

LARRY D. HUTCHESON, Coordinator
Georgia Statewide Testing Program
Georgia Department of Education
Atlanta, Georgia

WILLIAM H. SCHABACKER, Program Director
Elementary and Secondary School Programs
Educational Testing Service
Princeton, New Jersey
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.
\MIME MAY ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS LIKE 'THESE, BE FOUND?

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES-OF THE GEORGIA STATEWIDE 4
TESTING PROGRAM?

W110 IS TESTED? WHAT TESTS Ath:: USED' WHAT DO THE Page , 6
TESTS TEST?

*.

WHAT SCORES ARE REPORTED? WHAT DO THE SCORES*
MEAN? \VAT ARE SOME USES OF THE SCORES? WHAT . Page 10
ARE 101\. LIMITATIONS 01' THE SCORES'?

WHAT REPORTS ARE PROVIDED FOR USE AT VARIOUS
LEVELS? WHAT DO THE REPORTS LOOK LIKE? HOW MAY

.THE 'REPQVIS BE READ AND UNDERSTOOD?

HOW MAY THE TEST RESULT) BE'ASSESSED? HOW MAY
THEY RE SHARED WITH THE PUBLIC?

WHAT MAY BE DONE .1.0 IMPROVE STUDENTS LEARNING.

WHAT MAY BE DONE 10 IMPROVE TEST PERFORMANCE IN
TILE FuTuRE2
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What are the Objectives of the Georgia Statewide Testing Program's
JR.

, I

The overall goal of the Georgia Statewide Testing Pt-opal)) is to improve education for all Georgia

children and youth. For the achievement of this goal, the state hoard of Lducation has adopted ten objec-

tives. They are r

1. To provide basic informatiqn for helping the' student assess his own progress through the edu-

t

cational system of the State so he can become increasingly mature in understanding himself,

his educational needs, and his future possibilities.

o _-.2. "I help teachers understand their students in terms 6f their capabilities and achievements so that

teachers can prescribe effective instructional plograms for them.
I

.
.

t

3. Tp identify students with s dal needs will may require adjusted programs and maintain continuing

attention to their progress. .
...

4. To provide local systems with basic information for assessing the effectiveness of the principal

phases of educational programs in sufficient detail to indicate specific steps required for con-.

tinually strengthening those programs. ,,,
}

5. To provide information to parents to help thgrri understand their children in order that they mayt
realistically help them plan ahead.

1 .
6. To.provide the Georgia Department of Education with basic information needed Mr equalizing

educational opportunities for all children in all school systems of the State.

7. To provide research agencies at both the State and local levels with data for generating and testing.

. hypotheses coneerning all aspects of the educational process.

w .
8. To provide every school system with strong incentives to experiment at least on a modest scale ..

yvith new and promising educational programs, materials, devices and organizational arrangements.

9. To provide the State Legiature and General Public with readily interpretable information con-

cerning the status of the State system of education as a'whole and individual schools Ohin

systems to be consistent with reqUirements of State Law.
,.

10- To assist school systems to use generally recommended practices relative to test administration
/ '7-and utilization of test results.

5
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As can be seen from the above bjectives, the Georgia Statewide Testing Program is not an account-

ability system where test results are used as a means of holding an individual teacher, administrator,

school or system accountable for snadent,performance on tests. To dp so is an improper use of the test

results and anyconclusions drawn from such uses of the test results is unsupportable.

In addition to the above objectives, the State Board of Education has adopted nine major utilization

objectives for imprm!ing instruction at the local school and system levels. They are

1. Identify individual weaknesses in skill development in Vocabulary, Reading, Language, Work

Study and Mathematics.

2. Diagnose strengths...we weaknesses of groups.

3. Individualize instruction.

4. Report progress to parents.

. 5. Select curriculUm materials.

6. Set the pace of instruction.

7. Select methods of instruction.

8. Counsel students.

0

q. Help determine changes needed in the-curriculum of previous grades for basic skill development.

I, ,
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Who is Tested? What Tests arc 1,ced9 What do thelests Test)

In 'accordance with State Board of Education policies, all students in Grades 4:8, and 11 are tested

except for stilderits in progrAms for the mentally ietarde().

Me Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (.ITBS) is Used in Giadel, 4 and 8, I orm 5 Level 10for Grade 4. Form 5

Level 14 for Grade 8. The Tests of Aiadeinr, Progressik TAP) , I orm S is used for Grade 11

The ITBS examines the fundamentals of elementar school instruction I he basic skills essential to

success in all types of learning. Since the test battery measures a student's abilit, to use his acquired

skills, it doe.s not focus on repetition or identifying formal faLts or rules. While taking the test the student

use1 his skills as he might in day-to-day classroom activities.

The ITBS tests 5 general areas. They are

Test V Vocabulary

Test R Reading Comprehension r
Test L Language Skills ( Subtest 1,-1 sfielling,.Subttst L-2 capitalizatjon, Subtest L-3 punctua-

tion; Subtest 1,-4 usage)

Test W Work Study -Skills (Subtest W-1 map reading, Subtest W-2 reading graphs and tables;

Subtest W-3 knowledge and use of reference mater )

Test M Mathematics Skills (Subtest M=1 math concepts; Subtest M-2 math problem solving)

Within each test and sullest of the ITBS, test questions are referenced to skills. Table 1 on page 7

lists the skills measured by each subtest for Grade 4; Table 2 on page 8 for Grade 8.

The Tests of Academic Progress (TAP) provide an appraisal of students progress toward general

'secondary school goals. Each subtest measures the extent to which objectiVes of.a basic area of high

school instruction have been achieved by students. The three subtests of the TAP used in the Georgia

Statewide Testing Program are Composition, Reading and Mathematics. The skills measured in each sub-

test are listed in Table 3 on page 9.
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What Scores are Reportqd? I low May lqesc Scores be Used?

What are thc; Limitations of the Scores?

The section that follows coiltams a description, sumo uses and some limitations of scores reported

in the Georgia Statewide -lusting Program. It ma% 1x helpful when an.rlvzing the various reports to refer

to this seetio0 so that a.clearer understanding of the score:,' ma be gained In so doing, perhaps some

ofi the 'pitfalls often associated with evaluating stamlarclized test scores may lad avoided.

. 1 wy.general comments about the 'won's and 'ores arc in order The first is, tilat many of the

report supplied as a part of the Georgia Statewide lestuig Program scores which compare a student,' s

performance to another group b, way of n.ormk are provided in abundhnce (r c , percentile ranks, grade
.

equivalents, titandard scores) .While these scores whin used with caution provide valuable information,

4the Student Item Response- Report for'Grades 4 and 8 focuses on `he student' s own performance on tndi-

viduat question' and qdestions grviiped into skill areas?'without reference& other students. This infor-

mation allows a,teacher to focus on the student, taking into consideration the student' s own interests,

abilities, motivations and aspirati s. Armed with all this information, the teacher can then seek ways

of providing learning experiences es, dally designe3 for the student. In so doing, the goal of mstruc-

ti6nal improvement which is the focus of the Georgia Statewide Testingrogram will more nearly be

reached,

GcSing hand in hand with the student' s own Item Response Report are the Class, School and System

Response Summary Reports provided for Grades 4, 8 and II. Here as in the Student Item Response

Report the focus is on the individual test question and test questions grouped into skills. The scores on
°,these repays are reported as percents of correct responses by test question in the class, school or

4stem. Since these reports allow examination of test performance on individual questions and questions

grouped into skills rather than to an outside norm group, ways of providing learning experiences especially

designed for students in the class, school or system may he sought: Once again, instructional improve-
.<

ment, which is the goal of the Georgia Statewide Testing Program may more nearly be reached.
It should be remembered,, however, that the greater the number of questions testing a skill, objecve,

subject, etc., the gre4er the possibility" that scores are reliable. Therefore Ct fg wise to not base a

coticlusion on a- studentl' s performance solely on his or her response to a small number of test questions.

The ITBS and TAP are survey-type tegts. They are not agndstic tests. As a survey-type test They

can Lie Used as a "flagging device". This means that results ay point to a potential problem area.

Ideally, when a potential problem'has been identified additional evaluation should follow to determine:

1) If the problem really exists, and 2) What is the specific nature of the problem. Then, when this course

of action has been followed, addition)al information is 'available to teacher for taking developmental

action for students now in the classroom and preventative action for future students.
Conversely, a survey type test may po-intto particular areas of strength. Ideally, when such an

analysis has been made additional evaluation should follow to seek answers to the questions: Are these

indeed strengths ?, What am I (or we in the case of a school or system) doing in the way of teaching

techniques, use of learning rri'aterials and curricular desigh to have helped students. leant? What can

be done toicontinue or,even do better? "Ns

The second general comment has to dO with measure ent error.

t."



Inherent in all ,tests is-Some "error". Because of this, reported scores may.bedifferent,from vtrue"
or orror free scores. No test is perfectly reliable' which means that if the test were to be administered
five times to a student assuming similar conditions, scores are likely to be different each time.

Errors in measurement may be caused by the test instruments itself, the test administrator or fluc-
tuations in students. It is possible to estimate this error statistically. As a "rule of thumb" Atimate,
in the Grade 4 rrns the error of Grade Equivalents and Standard Scores is from 4-6 scope intervals in

Peach of the subtests and fforn 2-3 points in composite (Language, Work Study, Math, Battery) scores.
.1 In the 1TBS Grade. 8 a "rule of thumb" estimate of error for Grade Equivalents in each subtest is froth

5 -9 score intervals, for the composite scores (Language, Work Study, Math, Battery) from 3-5 grade
equivaleht intervals. For Grade 8 standard scores, a "rule of thumb" estimate of error is from 4-7 score
intervals in each subtest and from 2-4 score.intervals in composite scores' In the TAP a "rule of thumb"
estimate for error is 3 standard score points for each of the subteik (Composition, Reading, Mathe.-
niatics).

As an example of the importance of error in evaluating res, let us say an 8th Grade student receives
a standard score of 97 on the Use of Reference Materials iubt t of the 1TBS. Based on the "rule of thumb"
above the estimated standard error is from 4-7 score points. We would conclude then, that if this student
were administered the test repeatedly, two out of three of his standard scores would fall within 4 -7 points
above the 4-7 score points below or betwen 90-104. Now let us look at another 8th Grade student whose
standard score on the Use of Reference Materials subtest is 91. For this student the "band" into which

his scores would fall 2 out of 3 times is from 84*to 98. .When looking at both of the above students together
we,see that their standard score "bands" overlap. Student A's band is from 90 to 104; student 13's from
84 to 98. 'Phis means that the chance for error-free or "true" scores to be the same for bah students
is great enough so that they should be regarded as nvireally being "differeht".

1
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Scares

r
Raw Sccfre (RS) .1he raw score is arr.ived at by totaling the number of questions a Student answers

.. .,
correctly, in each sUbiest., Since ditsubtest.niay,,colit,iin a varied number of questions the. raw scorl., is

not on a scale coma in to all subtests add thereto `c lt,i-s little value for reporting., It is used, however,. . _
,.

as the basis for score conversions in all of the other -trident scores in the Ceorgla Statewide "Testing

Program.
.. :. -. : - .,..-, - -- .: . '

G-rade Equivalent (Ca:.) . 11.wo.numbers.irC.:til,e..1 in expressing grade eqUivalents.: the .first ipdicates , (.
_ ./

- ....-o .;.; I A

the scIfool yed-r and the .second the ;chefol month, ,for fil-T,,istrt-rioki.," the' school year, is7diVide,0,ittotert. -_ , .....'.. . ts.......-
months. For example, grade equivalents for the fourth gi'de range from 4.0 through 4.9. - -. : -- --- .

,

If a student's score on the reading subtest indicate:, a grade equivalent of 4y, this should be inter-
... -,

prited to mean that the student achieved at the same 'el ass the average ,stiglent in the norm group in
Je.

the first month of the fourth grade. It shouldhe'remeinlvred, however, that "average" Means half of
4. 'Ithe students in the norm group re either above or lx_low this 1 eve of achievement. For this reason, all

.
students should not be expectqd to at in &particular grade equIvalent. Whether students as a group in a

classroom or school eLmpare favora,b45, with the norm group depends, for instance, on whether half or'

more of tho.se currently tested are above the grade equivalent appropriate for the.first month of the school
year (i.e., 4.1 for fourth grade, 811 for 8th grads). As a part tof the Georgia StateWide Testing Program

-. .
school and system eepade,uivalent frequency tables are proCided. They should be examined to See if

I erie 50th pelfcentile falls 4 4.1 or above or the fourth grade or 8.1 or above for the. 8th gi-ade... If they do,
. .

. the school or system compares favorably with the norm group,
Although it appears that gratiej equivalents are easy to understandand interpret, they have some

tIons..,Perhaps the mositerious is that each unit on the scale of 1.0 through 12.9 does not reflect an equal

> amobot of student growdi. Since growth in the development of reading skills, for example, 75 rapid a(

certain graR.10 levels and slow at otheris, some differences between grade equivalent units will indicate a

.'greater amount of achievement than others. A year of growth in reading from grade 1.0 to 2.0 is likely
; -

to bea larger difference in achievement than an increase from 8.0 to 9.0_ It would be incorrect to assume
that the same-amount of growth in reading has Taken place.

Another limitation of the grade equivalent is the so mmon misinterpretation tharearning a particular;
grade equivalent indicates,a student's readiness for work at that level. For example, a fourth grade
student earning a grade equivalent of 8.5 in the Vocabulary subtest does not mean his Vocabulary is at the°

eighth grade level. Such a cone /union would overlook the design of the "test especially.thr fourth graders

with a range Of test question difficufty appropriatefor fourth graders.
Still another limitation of grade equivalents in the 1TBS is that GE's are not:comparable between and

among subtests. For example, both the Grade 4 Language age subtest and the Map Reading subtest

, have 32 qUestions. Ereace, raw scores are comparable. Yet a ra* score of 14 on the'Llsage subtest
.

converts to a grade.equi,valent of 4.2 while the same raw score of 14 on the Reading subte'scconverts to

a grade equivalent (ft 4.4ti
.

Standard Score (SS).*A staidard score is a raw score wI)ichhas undergone a statistical conversion
to a-scale common to all subtests. The 1TBS standard score. scale !A-all grades (3 through 8) ranges

from 0 to 150 with a mean of 80 and a standard deviation of 20. Since the 1TBS_stale is common for,

1.4
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all grades (3 through 8), the range of standard scores and averages are different for,bach grade. In

Grade 4 the standard score ig from 1tl to 107 with at average of betWeen 66 and 71. In Grade 8 the range

of standard scores is from 33 to 150 with an average of 98 and 103. For the TAP in Grad J1 the standard
score scale ranges from 16 to 88 with an average between 48 and 52 and standard deviation of 10. It

should be remembered thlat average in this instance is the arithmetic mean Which is obtained by dividing

the sum of a set of scores ,by the number of scores in the set. .

Standard scores allow comparisons between and among subtests. For example, a student receives a

standard score of 74 on the Reading subtest and a 61 on the Vocabulary subtest. Since both scores are on

a common scale, one could say that this student performed better on the Readingsubtest than on the
Vocabtilary subtest. i

The major limitation of standard scores is that they are not on a scale of equal measuring units."
.

For example; in the TAP Grade 11 Mathimatics.subtest a student answering 21 questions correctly will

obtain a standard score of 54, the same standard score as a student answering 22 questions correctly.
In the same subtest one student can answer 5 questions correctly and obta(in a standard score of 30 while

.

another. student answering 6 or only one more quesstion correctly, will obtain a score of 3 intervals higher,
or a standard score of 33. - .

Natiottal Percentile Rank 4NP125--.,./1 natieila.1,15ex.cptile tank indigates a student's relative position. .; .

to the national norm-sarnp-le a-n_serin,s of the percelit.of,..ients with lower score's. For example, when a

student receives - NPR _of 75 op tile: Malhelinafics..Congepts,-,3iiiiiest, the andicationAs that 75% of the
...s

students in the national norm sample obtained a score lower than his}: ----1,n other words, this student's
11`

.
Mathematics Concepts aqhievement as measured by the test surpasses that of Thtiitreent of the national

A major limitaticin of percentile ranks is that they are not on a scale of equal measuring, units.

difference between the percentile ranks of 5-and 10 or between 90 and 95 is likely to be much greater_ Map:,

the difference betWeen the ranks of 50 and 55. For example, in the 8th grade Reading subtest a raw seofe'

of 38 converts to a NPR of 5-6, while an increase of only 2 raw score 'ititertrals converts to a NPR of 55. In

the same subtest a raw score,of 60 converts to a NPR of 90, While an increase of 4 raw score intervals
is needed to increase the NPR by 5 score intervals to 95: This is true because farge numbers of stude,
tend to achieve,scores near the middle or 50th percentile, while relatively few students obtain extremely,,. .
high scores. / . , //,/,/ h.

. . /' ,!"
Mate Percentile Rank (S1'R) As is the case with.a ogiignab * /percentile rank, the state percentile rank -

indicates a student's relativie, position to a group. In the pyorgia Statewide Testing Pros-ram the comprai;Oon" .

group for the state pereuntile rank is all students in either C;ftaijes 4, 8 and 11 administered the ITBS or' '.:
1AP in the fall of 1973. Interpretation of the "SPR is the game as that-for the national percentile -rank-

1

except that ranks are in relation td students in the State of Georgia. Limitations fpr the SP11Zre

13; e
as those for the national percentile rank. , . tve

Local Percentile Rank (LPR),. As with the national and state percentilj rank, the LVR i icates1
student' s relative position to asrOup. The omparison group for the LPR i all students in a school

system in either Grades 4, 8 and 11 administered the 1TRS or TAP in Sept° r, 1974. Interpretation

of the 1,PR is the? same as that for the national and state percentile rank pt that ranks are in relation
.

to students in the local system. Limitations in the use of the LPR are als the same as those Kir the

national and state percentile rank.

, . 14
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,
number of correct r,Sponses of all students, or 22. Ili.ltnnipbe i (22) is_the n divided by the nu,Mber _of.

, .

questions in the 4th grade, VocalTla:ry subteSt ,(38), for an.klirer.age,clasi.Pa of 5.7,.# which would ..
;..---.:. ,. ,;- :::::',,:,/. ; , . . .

.

I;

I

114

/

1 / . ;

Percent Correa (PC). In the Geargia'State4tkTeSti'q'Pro'irain.flie percent of 4estions correctly
ranswered is repo4ed. The percent of cprrectiintlyidualstudent responses in,each, Grade 4 and 811-13S

. , .,./'., , /
Student

,
subtestis reporteci,,,in such'a way so tyt comvlaripns, be the ;4tudent and the average, of correct .

, . I.
,. . ,

responses for all students in the classroom, sclupol and,systerrurp,ay' be inade,),, ; ,,
,, ;/ ',c. i; . ,

The PC for the student ,in.a subtest is pomputed b, first tifttinimut the; dumber of correct responses
/

made by the student: This number is then divided by the numbet,Of questions in the subtest.. For example;
I "/'/I.,,-:. - rif a student answers 21 questions correctly', in the .4th gra/fe ,Vocabalary suntest, this number is divided,

, ., ,
by the 'number of test questions or 38', for a PC of 35. . 'ix*. , ""

The average PC for the class i a subtest is computed by' first adding the number of ,cOrrectresponsesf . / .:' . % class
/, .

for all students in the class. T n, ',the numl)er of cei'rect. respontes fop the ciass,afrived,at in Step 1
,

above is divided by the numbe dents in the class for,Ilie.average huinberof cotrec t'responses for .
,

students in the class. Finally, the average nuMbei-Pecorr'ect responses for stUdetrs.iii the class as.
.

, .,,-.
determined in St/0'2 above is divided fray, the number oi,..0St,queationSAn tfie,suhtest for iile'average, ,

class PC.: FO'r example, a 4th gradgclass cif-28 stiqesiakp,s,-the Vocabulary subtesi. The number of
, ' .- .,. ., *.?;-' .". / . ...

correct responses for each of the 28 students is stitifiner.i,; ,for,,a totaknumber of correct responses of
- : . . -,', -;/: . : .,..

616. This "namger (616) is then divided by 28, the natn1361- 65,stpcient.s:rp the class,., for the

/ ,,4. N . .rounded td.(58.,/

Theyre ,fOr the schbol is cs4p:;ed;lit much tli'srri. ay as the PC l'or.,,the clAsi,excerit- the stadent ,-. ,
.. ,.. .-., ,

, , -' ,.., ., .
base 1S all,stadents.in the s4hoqi.., Pot exarriple, 205's, dents a school take the 8th grade Spelling

/ / ' - ,/, ' -..,:'\ , ..- . '' '',.

. subtesy. The narriber of coritct re ,nses,for:.'each/ / ::,,.-', .'s-.' ...,-` , , -'` ; the 205 students is summed, for total num r
.... \ .

oil correct resp,cxiSes of 63S§". 'This number (6355) 'then diyideclby\205, for die, average number of
:', '.. ../"/: - :-', .

,/tottect responses foir,,q1studeritstpi 3'I This numbertuber (31) is then divided by the number of qtiestions. '

. .- e . 0.- : .: ' i .-: , / ,p.,.. xii,..,....
in, die Spelling scibte t At) ri fo ,,a, phoo I aVerag PC of 64.6 which.woold be ,rounded to

4
The PC for, tfie sylernil cprripil#rhach ' same way as thexPC for,the class and the school

: ,e,cept-lhe studebt bas6=is 11,,Stacleriisttested -,thkgratie,in the total system. ,

. - ' '>,, ,In the Georgia Statewide Ileting Progra ,. Clas School and Syerri Summary Reports for Grades 4,f 4/ , i 1 ..,2

, ( . i ',;,..-' '`. ' : c .. .- \\N,
1 8 and 1.1 are' alqo ptoVideoli-i fr,rlese ;reports stio,.,,Q,,n.ii.t4t,,,,citiestion byst,queptIon babis the average

r.; , , , { A. . ),' .. ,. . \ \ '.. .
percent of correct respoOsq vi'ehch tkilegtion for the' class, oe school and dieystqm. In"addition

f . l , , I, .1. t , .... . \ \ .- . . ,
each

>.
, testcluestions are greu pt,. ICIps fhdrefore, it:ispossib teknot only exarnhe each test question ,--

i .! ; , Io,, .,. t.
, ..\,. ..,.. \

''
,-..` queti.590'ghSti ". iho "skills,

'` , The aye, ,,test que.sfaon,is arrived at in much Same wak.as theave'rage,group PC fdr

a stibtest describOd ahov4. ,For the ayer,age class PC a count.of_studentg.answering a question cor.: ,

/

, \
, A I

, ,'
.7.-4 f I

ectly is made. Thi'0 nuitirer,is 'then divided 15y the total n,umber Qf students in the clasi taking the test.

orxatinile, 21 out pf 48,fstudents in a class answered a queition,, correctly. When dividing 21 by 28
ye .

4ie javerage class, is 715.

Por hool, the avetiat,:fq is ar,rived at by getting a unt dl the students0.the School answering
a oquestlo orrectly and Jik pus number by the tofill',114mb,er orstudents"a-t the grade taking

5., :;/: I'
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.. ....d,
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4:2 i t 4 Ilk': :: $ , Wien d,f iding 234 by 476 Y;i4. 440.8 ,Orcent for an averagO:Sahbol PC when rounded, of 50.
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The

that the
averagelr for, the sy'steintikarived at ;the same way as for the class anii, the school except

:..

student base rs all 1/66 s)tAnts tested at ;the -grade in the entire system.
. _

. .

As noted alxwethe PC for a,st'usient cnt a subtest is h'elpf3J1 in assessing how that student performed on
..- ''//,; ' , -

...-

a subtest in relatiOtf to the class theisalool and the system-: By looking at the difficulty of the question,
J,, ,-,' ' ;. . "/ . - :

students ' .perforniance can,also be examined i ,relat,itnfro State performance. State performance ('dif-

1

, ficulty) is usetl as a general guide" estim ting thp relative difficulty of the question. As a "rule of
. ,

'theu'mb" guide /41e following table/ may be used in judging the difficulty of the test question.

',FABLE 4
..."

The Rel'aions,hip-of Percent Correct to Question Difficulty
.

,
/ ,,f'rcent c'orredt . Difficulty

, e ,, / 7,.."- ..:':,.,- 85,-100
,,.- ......./ ..., / -...:-.

-, ..../ . ,".- > , '60-85
4Y-60
45-0 .
1;15

is i

*, '.."!'"">.,

Easy
Easy to Medium
Medium
Medium to Hard
Ha rd

Cautio n''should be exe?cised when comparing the. PC on one subtesuwith the PC on other subtests.
3

The reasbn'tor ei.ercising cAttion is that subtests have a varied number of test questions, therefore,

tpe,baSe may diffe.r from one subtest to another.

jTectly in the 8th grade Vocahulail; subtest and 10

_in the V,t5cabulary subtest with its 48 questions1

',test with its 80 questions, a PC of 1.3 would he re

,

A'

t .
I or example, a student may answer 10 lquestioli's cor-

1 4

questions correctly in the 8th grade Reading subtest.
14

Pc; of 21 would be reported, while in the Reading sub

ported.

I
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WHAl REPORTS ARE PROVIDED 1,QR l:SL Al VARIOUS LEVELS.? WHAl DO THE REPOR'1S

'LOOK LIKE?, HOW MAY THE REPORTS13E READ A.N1) UNDERSTOOD?

Tbe section that follows contains samples of all reports prepared as,a4esult of the Sep,tember, 1974
administration of the 11'13S and TAP'. Accompanying each sample is a brief description of the report and

a visual system of,"keying" major points to the narrative describing the scores or other information

appearing in the-reports. The sample reports are groupt.1 by grade, with Grade 4 starting on page 18,Grade

Grade 8 on page and Grade 11 on page 66. :table 5 on page 17 lists all the reports by grade with
the recipient in a school system most likely to, Lind the data 'useful.

Data in-the repots are real in. that they reflect actual students, schools and-systems in Georgia:
However, names have.been 'changed so as to protect the confidentiality of the data.

It is possible that when examining the nunlber of students actually tested in a class, school or "
system there is a difference between these numbers and numbers appearing in the reports The guide

used for determining whether a student's answer sheet should be scored and reports prepared was,
). A 4th cft 8th Grade student needed to "try" at least 10 questions in 8 of the 11 ITBS subtests. and

2) an 11th Grade student needed to "try" at least 10 questibns in two out of the three TAP subtests.

If a student failed to meet these guidelines, .a report was not prepared and data were not included in
summaries.

r.

4

1'7 ,
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Table 5 2 °

Reports Title

Recipient and Grade

Title
For rbe Teacher

Student Item Regponse Report
Pupil Score Report (Roster)
Student Cumulative Record Label
Classroom Summary Report

--For the Principal
. .

Class'idom.Summary-Report
School Summary Report
School Grade Equivalent.Frequency Distribution
School Standard Score Frequency Distribution
School Skill Ranking Report

For the System

Classroom Summary Report
School Summary Report
System Summary Report
School Grade Equivalent, Frequency Distribution..
School Standar1/41Sair& Frequency Distribution"'
System Grade Equivalent FrequOncy Distribution
System Standard Score frequency Distribution
System Skill Ranking Report

For the State

School Grade F.quiyalent l'i'equency Distribution X ° X,
School Standard' Score Frequency Distribution X ' X X
System Grade F.chgVa1ent Frequency Distribution
System Standara:Scbre Frequency Distribution- X ' X
Educational Plea(hg 'District Grade Equivalent

rrequencv. Distribution X X.
Educat tonal Planning lot Standard Score

Frequency Distrib X 'ution ;
State Grade Equivalent 1:-requency Distribution
State Si-andard Score Frequency Distribution X x X

,Educational PlanningDiistrict Skill Ranking Report , X ?.X 1(
State Skill Ranking RI:port 3 X X 'X

Note

4

rade

X
x

'X X X
X' X

IX

X
X

X

x X
X / X X

X X . X

X X
X X X

X X-
x" .* x x

X X

hi instances where the same report is distributed to more than one recipient,
multiple copies are printed %Nati the original for'the first listed recipient and
second and third copies w recipients following l'or example, the original
Classfoom. Summar\ Report is for the teacher, the second for the principal.
the third for the system.

-7:
. 18
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SAMPLE REPORT :.; FOR GRA6E 4
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